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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 LONDON 19733 041835Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO AF-10 ARA-14 EA-I2 EUR-12 NEA-10 
OIC-02 AGRE-00 L-03 FRB-01 OMB-01 ITC-01 SP-02 
USIA-15 AID-05 CIAE-00 COME-OO INR-07 10-14 
LAB-04 NSAE-00 SIL-01 STR-05 TRSE-00 CEA-01 SS-15 
/144W 

052771 041836Z/46 

R 02181 1Z DEC 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0927 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA 

UNCLAS LONDON 19733 

FOR: GENEVA - MURRAY ZINOMAN 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EPAP, ETRD, IRSG 

SUBJECT: RUBBER - IRSG EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: MARI 
TIME TRANSPORT OF NR 

1 . INTERNATIONAL RUBBER STUDY GROUP (IRSG) EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE MET MORNING OF DECEMBER 2 FOR MOSTLY ROUTINE 
AGENDA. MAJOR ITEM OF INTEREST TO USG CONCERNED INVITA- 
TION TO U.S. TO JOIN SMALL WORKING GROUP ON MARITIME 
TRANSPORT OF NATURAL RUBBER (SEE EXEC/MT, 6 OCTOBER L977 
AS AGREED AT EARLIER MEETING OF EXECUTIVE BOARD, A SMALL 
WG IS TO BE ESTABLISHED TO LOOK INTO PROBLEM, CONSISTING 
OF THREE PRODUCERS AND THREE CONSUMERS (FROM ASIA, AFRICA 
EUROPE AND NORTH AMERICA RESPECTIVELY). SINGAPORE, 

MALAYSIA AND NIGERIA SEEM LIKELY PRODUCER MEMBERS; U.K. 

AND ITALY ARE LEADING CANDIDATES FOR EUROPEAN SLOTS. 

CANADA WAS INVITED PRIOR TO MEETING, BUT TURNED DOWN ON 
BASIS THAT RUBBER NOT SHIPPED IN CANADIAN BOTTOMS. USREP 
NOTED ANOTHER CONSUMER MIGHT BE MORE DIRECTLY INTERESTED 
IN SUBJECT MATTER, BUT AGREED TO PUT MATTER TO DEPARTMENT 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 LONDON 19733 041835Z 

SINCE CANADA HAS DECLINED. US SUGGESTION THAT JAPAN 
MIGHT BE BETTER CHOICE WAS NOT TAKEN UP. 

2. CONCERNING US HOSTSHIP OF GROUP MEETING NEXT SUMMER, 

BATEMAN WILL ATTEND UNCTAD TASK FORCE MEETING AND LOOKS 
FORWARD TO DISCUSSING PLANS WITH ZINOMAN. 
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3. ACTION REQUESTED: WOULD APPRECIATE INSTRUCTIONS ON 
HOW TO RESPOND TO REQUEST FOR US PARTICIPATION AS MEMBER 
OF MARITIME WG. IF US WISHES PARTICIPATE, USREP LONDON 
WOULD NORMALLY REPRESENT. 

BREWSTER 
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